
In the Iggeret Mashiach through Yehudah 
(The Letter of Jude), we uncover deep, urgent 
theological foundations framed in an 
authentically Jewish context. Writing in the 
style of the Complete Jewish Bible (CJB), 
Yehudah addresses a profound internal crisis 
facing the early Messianic community.

Here is an exposition of the core thoughts in 
this powerful letter:

1.1. The Humility of Kinship and True 
Servanthood

• The Identity Shift: Yehudah introduces 
himself not by his physical lineage as the 
half-brother of Yeshua, but as a "slave of 
Yeshua the Messiah and a brother of 
Ya’akov".

• The Radical Metanoia: Like his brother 
Ya’akov (James), Yehudah did not initially 
accept Yeshua's messiahship during His 

Crea
ted

 w
ith




MobiO
ffic

e



earthly ministry. His self-identification as 
an eved (slave/servant) demonstrates a 
total submission of familial pride to the 
spiritual reality of Yeshua’s divine 
authority.

• The Threefold Security: He anchors the 
identity of his readers in a triple-layered 
blessing: they are called, loved by God 
the Father, and kept for Yeshua the 
Messiah. This is followed by a classic 
Hebraic invocation of rachamim (mercy), 
ahavah (love), and shalom (peace) in full 
measure.

1.2. The Urgent Call to Contend for the Faith

• The Interrupted Letter: Yehudah admits 
his initial intent was to write a peaceful 
discourse on “the salvation we share”. 
However, the Holy Spirit (Ruach 
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HaKodesh) compelled him to pivot sharply 
toward a defensive posture.

• Defending the Deposit: He urges believers 
to "contend earnestly for the faith which 
was once and for all passed on to God's 
people". In a Messianic sense, this faith is 
the Torah written on the heart through 
the Messiah—a complete, immutable 
body of truth that requires vigilant 
protection against distortion.

1.3. Infiltration and the Perversion of Grace

• The Enemy Within: The primary threat 
does not come from external persecution, 
but from within the synagogue walls: "For 
certain individuals... have wormed their 
way in".

• Torahlessness (Antinomianism): Yehudah 
unmasks these infiltrators as ungodly 
people who "pervert God's grace into a 
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license for debauchery". This directly 
addresses a misunderstanding of chesed 
(grace). They mistakenly believed that 
since Messiah paid the price for sin, they 
were free to indulge in pagan immorality, 
thereby denying Yeshua's lordship.

1.4. Midrashic Typology: Historical Warnings 
of Judgement

Yehudah utilizes classical Jewish midrash 
(expository analysis), drawing from Yisrael's 
history to prove that privileges under God's 
covenant do not exempt anyone from the 
consequences of rebellion:

Historical Type The Sin Committed The Judgement 
Executed

The Wilderness 
Generation

Lacked emunah 
(trust/faith) after 
witnessing miracles.

Destroyed in the desert, 
barred from the Land.

The Fallen Angels Left their proper, 
divinely assigned sphere 
of authority.

Kept in darkness, bound 
with everlasting chains.

S'dom and 'Amora Engaged in severe 
sexual sins and 
unnatural perversions.

Exposed as a warning of 
everlasting fire.
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1.5. Spiritual Delusion and Rebellion against 
Authority

• Rejecting the Divine Order: Yehudah links 
these contemporary infiltrators directly to 
the ancient patterns of wickedness. He 
notes that they rely on their "visions" to 
justify defiling their bodies, despising 
godly authority, and insulting angelic 
beings.

• The Hubris of the Apostate: Their 
behavior represents the ultimate form of 
spiritual arrogance—elevating personal, 
subjective supernatural experiences 
above the objective reality of God's 
established order and commandment.

Continuing our deep exploration into the 
Iggeret Mashiach through Yehudah in the 
authentic style of the Complete Jewish Bible 
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(CJB), we move into the heart of his midrashic 
warnings and his glorious conclusion.

Yehudah uses profound Second Temple 
Jewish literature, historical archetypes of 
rebellion, and an unforgettable Hebraic 
doxology to fortify the Messianic community.

The Three Examples of Apostasy: Kayin, 
Bil’am, and Korach

Yehudah issues a severe warning: "Woe to them! 

For they have walked in the way of Kayin, abandoned themselves 
to the error of Bil‘am for the sake of gain, and perished in Korach’s 

rebellion." (Jude 1:11). These three figures represent 
the complete anatomy of spiritual apostasy.

• The Way of Kayin (Cain) — Refusal of 
God’s Way of Righteousness: Kayin 
offered a sacrifice based on his own terms 
rather than God's instructions, leading to 
jealousy, hatred, and the murder of his 
brother. In a Messianic context, the "way 
of Kayin" is self-righteousness—
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substituting God’s ordained path of faith 
and Torah with man-made, fleshly 
religion.

• The Error of Bil’am (Balaam) — 
Commercializing the Prophetic: Bil’am 
was a prophet for profit. When he 
couldn't curse Israel legally, he taught 
Israel's enemies how to entice them into 
idolatry and sexual immorality 
(debauchery). This directly mirrors the 
infiltrators Yehudah warns against: 
leaders who compromise biblical truth for 
financial gain, prestige, or popularity.

• The Rebellion of Korach (Korah) — 
Rejection of Divinely Ordained Authority: 
Korach challenged the spiritual authority 
of Moshe and Aharon, claiming that 
because "the whole community is holy," 
leadership was unnecessary. He masked 
his personal ambition as egalitarian 
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spiritualism. The earth swallowed him 
alive. Yehudah uses this to warn against 
those who reject the Torah leadership and 
the authority given to the Shlichim 
(Apostles) of Messiah.

The Unique Extra-Biblical References: 
Mikha'el and Hanokh

Yehudah demonstrates his immersion in first-
century Jewish thought by citing historical 
traditions found in Jewish pseudepigrapha. 
This shows that the early Messianic 
community utilized these texts for moral and 
theological illustration.
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Mikha’el Contending for the Body of Moshe: 
Yehudah notes that even Mikha’el, the great 
prince angel of Israel, "did not dare to bring 
an insulting charge against the Adversary 
(Hasatan), but said, 'May Adonai rebuke 
you!'" (Jude 1:9). Drawing from the 
Assumption of Moses, Yehudah contrasts the 
supreme humility of a holy angel with the 
reckless arrogance of the infiltrators, who 
casually slander spiritual authorities they do 
not understand.

 The Prophecy of Hanokh (Enoch): Citing 1 
Enoch 1:9, Yehudah explicitly recognizes 
Hanokh as a prophet: "Look! Adonai is 
coming with myriads of his holy ones to 
execute judgment on everyone..." (Jude 
1:14-15). From a Messianic perspective, 
this is a powerful, early testimony to the 
Second Coming of Yeshua. Hanokh's 
ancient prophecy reminds the community 
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that judgment against the ungodly is an 
absolute certainty, decreed before the 
Flood and executed at the end of the age.

In Jude (Yehudah) 1:14, the author unleashes 
one of the most conceptually dense and 
culturally rich midrashic arguments in the 
Apostolic Scriptures. By bringing Hanokh 
(Enoch) onto the stage, Yehudah bridges the 
antediluvian (pre-flood) world with the final 
global judgment.

An analysis from a Messianic Jewish 
perspective, using the phrasing and stylistic 
cadence of the Complete Jewish Bible (CJB), 
reveals several key layers:

The Typology of "The Seventh Generation"

Yehudah notes that Hanokh was "in the 
seventh generation starting with Adam". In 
Hebrew thought, numbers are never 
coincidental; they carry intentional 
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theological weight (gematria and biblical 
patterning):

 The Number of Perfection: Seven (Sheva) 
signifies divine completeness, wholeness, 
and the Sabbath rest (Shabbat).

 The Line of Righteousness: By explicitly 
tracing Hanokh as the seventh from Adam 
through the line of Sheth (Seth), Yehudah 
contrasts him sharply with Lamekh, who 
was the seventh from Adam through the 
cursed line of Kayin (Cain) (Genesis 4:17-
24). While Lamekh epitomised the peak of 
unbridled human arrogance, murder, and 
lawlessness, Hanokh epitomised the peak 
of righteous communion with God.

 Escaping Death: Hanokh "walked with 
God" so intimately that he bypassed the 
portal of death entirely ("God took him," 
Genesis 5:24). For early Messianic Jews, 
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Hanokh served as a prototype of final 
resurrection and transformation at the 
coming of the Messiah.

 Validating the Oral Tradition and Second 
Temple Literature

Yehudah is quoting nearly verbatim from 1 
Enoch 1:9, a highly popular text in the 
intertestamental period. From a Messianic 
perspective, this dynamic is critical:

 Midrashic Teaching: Citing non-canonical 
Jewish literature does not mean Yehudah 
viewed the entire Book of Enoch as 
divinely inspired Scripture on par with the 
Torah. Rather, it shows he was using a 
well-known, highly respected text within 
Jewish tradition to illustrate an immutable 
spiritual truth.

 Prophetic Authenticity: Yehudah confirms 
that the words of this specific prophecy 
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were historically true. Long before Noah’s 
flood, Hanokh saw through the corridor of 
time to the literal end of human history.

The Divine Manifesto: "Look! Adonai 
Came..."

The grammatical structure of the prophecy is 
startling: "Look! Adonai came..." Yehudah 
uses a prophetic past tense (the prophetic 
perfect). In Hebraic prophecy, when an event 
is so absolutely certain to occur in the divine 
decree, it is spoken of as if it has already 
happened.

4. The Revelation of the Myriads of Holy 
Ones

The text announces that Adonai returns with 
His "myriads of holy ones".
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 The Heavenly Hosts: The term "myriads" 
(Greek myriasin, Hebrew equivalent 
revavah) implies an uncountable, infinite 
military assembly.

 The Divine Retinue: This perfectly aligns 
with the classic Torah and Nevi'im 
(Prophets) imagery of God descending in 
military glory. Moses declared that Adonai 
came from Sinai with "myriads of holy 
ones" to give the Torah (Deuteronomy 
33:2). Zechariah prophesied the end-times 
rescue of Jerusalem, stating, "Then Adonai 
my God will come, and all the holy ones 
with him" (Zechariah 14:5).

 The Ultimate Shift: For the Messianic 
community, the identity of this coming 
Adonai is unmistakably Yeshua the 
Messiah. The same Yeshua who arrived 
quietly in humility is the Adonai who will 
return at the head of the heavenly armies 
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to enforce the righteousness of God's 
Kingdom.

The Messianic Verdict on Torahlessness

Why does Yehudah dig all the way back to the 
seventh generation from Adam to handle 
local church infiltrators? He is demonstrating 
that the sin of these infiltrators—turning the 
grace of God into a license for debauchery 
and denying the Lordship of Yeshua—is not a 
new, progressive philosophy. It is the exact 
same ancient, anti-Torah rebellion that 
corrupted the world before the flood. 
Hanokh's message acts as a timeless baseline: 
God has never tolerated the perversion of His 
holiness, and His final judgment will be 
sweeping, precise, and absolute.

The Concluding Doxology: Adonai Keeps Us 
from Falling
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After exposing the terrifying nature of 
apostasy, Yehudah pivots from warning to a 
beautiful, reassuring Hebraic blessing. He 
shifts the eyes of the Kehilah (Congregation) 
away from the deceivers and onto the all-
powerful Guardian of Israel.
"Now to the one who is able to keep you from falling and to 
bring you into his glorious presence blameless and full of joy — 
to the only God, our Savior, through Yeshua the Messiah, our 
Lord, be glory, majesty, power and authority before all time, 
and now, and for all eternity! Amen." (Jude 1:24-25)

• The Ultimate Guardian: The word for 
"keep" implies a military guard standing 
watch. While believers must "keep 
themselves in God's love" (v. 21), it is 
ultimately Adonai's power that prevents 
us from stumbling (shamar).

• Blameless (Tamin) Before the Throne: 
Through the sacrificial work of Yeshua the 
Messiah, we are not merely patched up; 
we are presented blameless—like a 
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flawless sacrificial offering—in the 
presence of His Shekinah glory, 
accompanied by overwhelming simcha 
(joy).

• Monotheistic Worship Through Messiah: 
The doxology perfectly balances 
traditional Jewish monotheism ("the only 
God") with Messianic revelation, routing 
all praise, majesty, and authority through 
Yeshua the Messiah, our Lord, spanning 
from before time began into the endless 
future.

We conclude our deep exposition of the 
Iggeret Mashiach through Yehudah by 
focusing on his ultimate battle plan. After 
exposing the darkness of the infiltrators, 
Yehudah hands the Kehilah (Congregation) a 
proactive strategy to fortify their personal 
faith, rescue the straying, and rightly 
understand covenant terms.
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Here is the breakdown in the authentic style 
and theology of the Complete Jewish Bible 
(CJB):

1.1. The Four-Step Strategy to Build Personal 
Faith

In verses 20-21, Yehudah commands 
believers to take responsibility for their own 
spiritual health amidst rampant deception. He 
outlines four distinct, active steps:

• Step 1: "Build yourselves up on the 
foundation of your most holy faith" 

Faith (emunah) here is not a vague 
feeling; it is the concrete foundation of 
the Torah and the testimony of Yeshua. 
To build yourself up means studying the 
Scriptures deeply so you cannot be 
swayed by clever, deceptive doctrines.

• Step 2: "Pray in union with the Ruach 
HaKodesh" 
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True spiritual warfare cannot be waged in 
human strength. Praying in the Holy Spirit 
means yielding your mind and tongue to 
God's presence, allowing the Ruach to 
intercede through you according to the 
perfect will of Adonai.

• Step 3: "Keep yourselves in God's love" 

While God's love is unconditional, staying 
within the sphere of His protection 
requires obedience. As Yeshua said, "If 
you keep my commands, you will stay in 
my love." It means choosing holiness daily.

• Step 4: "Wait for the mercy of our Lord 
Yeshua the Messiah, which leads to 
eternal life" 

A Messianic believer maintains an eager, 
forward-looking expectation of the 
Messiah's return. This future hope gives 
you the endurance to withstand 
temporary trials and internal apostasy.
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1.2. Guarded Rescue: Extending Mercy to the 
Deceived

In verses 22-23, Yehudah outlines a nuanced 
approach to ministry. He categorizes three 
types of people caught in deception and 
explains exactly how to treat them without 
compromising yourself:
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Target Group The Action Plan The Spiritual Protocol
The Doubters "Reprove some who are 

doubting"
Handle them with gentle 
correction, answering their 
hard questions with 
scriptural truth.

Those on the Brink "Save others, snatching 
them out of the fire"

Act with extreme urgency. 
Treat them like someone 
trapped in a burning house; 
pull them out before they 
are fully consumed.

The Deeply Entangled "To yet others, show mercy 
stained with fear"

Extend compassion, but 
maintain strict boundaries. 
You must "hate even the 
clothing stained by the 
flesh", meaning you love 
the person but absolutely 
loathe the sinful lifestyle 
and compromised doctrines 
they carry.

1.3. Linguistic Deep-Dive: Grace and 
Debauchery

To fully grasp Yehudah’s anger against the 
infiltrators, we must look at the specific 
Hebrew and Greek cross-references behind 
his key terms.

Grace

• Greek: Charis (χάρις) – Favor, gift, or 
blessing.

Crea
ted

 w
ith




MobiO
ffic

e



• Hebrew Cross-Reference: Chesed (ֶדסֶח) 
and Chen (ֵןח).

• Messianic Perspective: In the pagan 
world, charis could mean a favor that 
requires nothing in return. But through a 
Hebraic lens, chesed is covenant 
faithfulness. It is God's unmerited favor, 
yes, but it is deeply tied to a relationship 
of mutual loyalty. Grace is the divine 
power given to us to keep the Torah, not 
an excuse to ignore it.

Debauchery / Licentiousness

• Greek: Aselgeia (ἀσέλγεια) – Unbridled 
lust, shamelessness, excess, absence of 
restraint.

• Hebrew Cross-Reference: Zimmah (ִהמָּז) 
or Prutut (ְּתוּצוּרפ) (Lewdness / 
Torahlessness).
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• Messianic Perspective: The infiltrators 
were twisting chesed into aselgeia. They 
taught an early form of antinomianism—
the idea that because believers are under 
grace, the moral laws of the Torah no 
longer apply. Yehudah exposes this as a 
total perversion. True grace leads to 
holiness, while aselgeia is a shameless 
rebellion against the Lordship of Yeshua.

To deepen our understanding of the Iggeret 
Mashiach through Yehudah and its deep ties 
to end-times prophecy, we will unpack how 
Hanokh's themes reverberate through the 
Kehilah (Congregation), the letters of Sha’ul 
(Paul), and Yochanan’s (John's) sweeping 
vision in Hitgalut (Revelation).

Here is the systematic exposition from a 
Messianic Jewish perspective, using the 
phrasing and stylistic cadence of the 
Complete Jewish Bible (CJB).
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Hanokh’s Role in the End Times (The Book of 
Revelation)

In Messianic eschatology, Hanokh (Enoch) 
serves as a profound structural template for 
the book of Hitgalut (Revelation) [Hitgalut 
11:3–12].

• The Prototype of the Catching Away: 
Hanokh’s sudden removal before the 
flood ("God took him", Gen 5:24) is 
viewed in Messianic thought as a 
prophetic type of the catching away of 
the righteous before the final wrath of the 
Tribulation. He escapes the global 
judgment of water, just as the faithful are 
kept from the final global judgment of 
fire.

• The Identity of the Two Witnesses: Many 
Messianic and Second Temple 
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commentators connect Hanokh directly to 
one of the Two Witnesses in Hitgalut 11 
[Hitgalut 11:3]. The Torah establishes that 
a matter is confirmed by the testimony of 
two witnesses (Deut 19:15). Because 
Hanokh and Eliyahu (Elijah) are the only 
two figures in history who were translated 
to heaven without dying physical deaths, 
it is widely deduced that they return to 
earth in the end times to finish their 
earthly testimony, undergo literal death at 
the hands of the Beast, and be 
resurrected by Adonai.

2. The Fourfold Repetition of "Godless" 
(Rasha) in Verse 15

Let us examine the text of Yehudah 1:15 
closely in the CJB style:

"...to execute judgment on everyone and to convict all 
the godless of all the godless deeds they have done in 
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their godless way, and of all the harsh words godless 
sinners have spoken against him."

In Hebraic thought and literary design, this 
intense, fourfold repetition is a device known 
as emphasis through repetition (similar to 
saying Kadosh, Kadosh, Kadosh—Holy, Holy, 
Holy). Yehudah repeats the Greek asebés 
(Hebrew: ָעשָׁר - Rasha) four times to signal 
four distinct dimensions of total rebellion:

• The State of the Person ("all the 
godless"): Their internal spiritual 
condition is completely devoid of the fear 
of YHVH. They lack emunah (faith/trust).

• The Nature of the Actions ("all the 
godless deeds"): Their internal 
lawlessness manifests externally as 
concrete, anti-Torah actions.

• The Lifestyle or Path ("in their godless 
way"): This is not a one-time slip; it is a 
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walking pattern, a deliberate, chosen 
trajectory of lifestyle rebellion.

• The Speech ("harsh words godless sinners 
have spoken"): The ultimate expression of 
their rasha condition is their mouth. They 
use their speech to slander divine 
authority, distort chesed (grace), and 
speak arrogantly against the Messiah.

Sha’ul’s Use of Extra-Biblical Sources

Yehudah was not alone in utilizing well-known 
Jewish oral traditions or pagan writings to 
underscore divine truth. The Apostle Sha’ul 
(Paul) frequently employed this exact strategy 
to meet his audience where they were:

• Jannes and Jambres (2 Timothy 3:8): 
Sha’ul names the Egyptian magicians who 
opposed Moshe as Jannes and Jambres. 
These names are nowhere to be found in 
the Hebrew scriptures of Exodus; Sha’ul is 
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directly referencing the Targum of 
Pseudo-Jonathan and Jewish oral 
tradition to make a point about end-times 
deceivers.

• Pagan Poets on Mars Hill (Acts 17:28): 
When speaking to the Athenian 
philosophers, Sha’ul quotes the Greek 
poet Aratus: "For we are indeed his 
offspring." He uses their own cultural 
literature as a bridge to introduce the true 
Creator God.

• The Cretan Paradox (Titus 1:12): Sha'ul 
quotes the Cretan philosopher 
Epimenides: "Cretans are always liars, evil 
brutes, lazy gluttons."

The Messianic Takeaway: For both Sha’ul and 
Yehudah, quoting an outside source does not 
mean the entire source is canonical Scripture. 
Rather, it demonstrates that all truth belongs 
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to God. If a non-canonical historical text or 
even a pagan author captures a fragment of 
absolute truth, a biblical writer can use it as a 
powerful illustrative tool.

The "Myriads of Holy Ones" vs. Revelation 
19

Hanokh’s vision of Adonai arriving with His 
revavah (myriads) perfectly synchronizes with 
Yochanan’s description of the returning 
Messiah in Hitgalut 19. The linguistic and 
thematic parallels are striking:
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Hanokh’s Prophecy (Jude 1:14-15) Yochanan’s Vision (Revelation 
19:11-15)

"Adonai came..." The heavens open, and the rider on the 
White Horse is called "Faithful and True" 
and "The Word of God." [Hitgalut 19:11, 
13]

"...with his myriads of holy ones" "The armies of heaven, clothed in fine 
linen, white and pure, were following him 
on white horses." [Hitgalut 19:14]

"...to execute judgment on everyone" "In righteousness he passes judgment and 
goes to war... out of his mouth comes a 
sharp sword with which to strike down the 
nations." [Hitgalut 19:11, 15]

From a Messianic perspective, this is the 
ultimate fulfillment of the Day of YHVH (Yom 
Adonai). The "holy ones" accompanying Him 
include both the heavenly angelic hosts and 
the resurrected kedoshim (saints) who were 
caught up to be with Him. Yeshua does not 
return alone to fight; He returns as the 
supreme Commander-in-Chief of an infinite, 
holy army to eradicate Torahlessness from 
the earth once and for all.

In Jude (Yehudah) 1:9, we encounter one of 
the most mysterious and fascinating text 
segments in the entire Apostolic Scriptures. 
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Yehudah writes, in the style of the Complete 
Jewish Bible (CJB):

"But Mikha’el the archangel, when he disputed with the 
Adversary and argued about the body of Moshe, did not 
dare pronounce against him an abusive judgment, but 
said, 'May Adonai rebuke you!'"

To fully understand why the Archangel 
Mikha’el and Hasatan (the Devil) were 
fighting over the physical body of Moshe 
(Moses), we have to look through the lens of 
First Century Jewish tradition, the Torah 
account, and Messianic spiritual warfare.

1.1. The Scriptural Backdrop: The Mystery of 
Deuteronomy 34

The foundational mystery begins in 
Deuteronomy (Devarim) 34:5-6. The Torah 
states that Moshe died in the land of Mo’av 
according to the word of Adonai, and then 
tells us: "He [Adonai] buried him in the valley 
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in the land of Mo’av... but to this day no one 
knows where his burial place is."

• God’s Private Burial: Moshe is the only 
human being in Scripture buried directly 
by the hand of God Himself.

• The Hidden Location: The exact location 
was intentionally erased from human 
knowledge. This set the stage for a cosmic 
spiritual conflict behind the scenes.

1.2. 2. The Midrashic Source: The Assumption 
of Moses

Yehudah is drawing from a well-known 
Second Temple Jewish text called The 
Assumption of Moses (also known as the 
Testament of Moses), an apocalyptic 
fragment popular among first-century Jewish 
believers. According to this ancient Jewish 
tradition and historical midrash, the dispute 
happened for two primary reasons:
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Reason A: Preventing Idolatry (The Devil's 
Motive)

Hasatan wanted to expose the burial place of 
Moshe to the Children of Israel. Knowing 
Israel’s historical tendency toward backsliding 
and idolatry, the Adversary wanted to turn 
Moshe's grave into a shrine or a cultic 
monument.

• If Israel had access to the physical body of 
their greatest leader, they would have 
likely begun to worship Moshe's relics or 
deify his corpse, just as they later 
mistakenly worshipped the bronze 
serpent (Nehushtan) in 2 Kings 18:4.

• Mikha’el’s Mission: Mikha'el, acting as 
the guardian angel of Israel (Daniel 12:1), 
fought to keep the body hidden to protect 
Israel from falling into catastrophic 
idolatry.
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Reason B: The Legal Accusation of Hasatan

In Jewish angelology, Hasatan acts as the 
cosmic prosecutor (The Accuser). The 
tradition states that Hasatan claimed legal 
ownership over Moshe’s body, arguing that 
Moshe was a murderer because he killed the 
Egyptian taskmaster (Exodus 2:12) and sinned 
at Merivah (Numbers 20:12).

• Hasatan argued that because of these 
sins, Moshe belonged under the domain 
of death and did not deserve a divinely 
protected burial.

1.3. The Core Message: Radical Humility vs. 
Spiritual Arrogance

Yehudah’s primary reason for bringing up this 
cosmic wrestling match isn't just to share a 
fascinating piece of history—it is to deliver a 
heavy rebuke to the arrogant infiltrators in 
the congregation.
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Yehudah’s logic is devastatingly simple: If 
Mikha’el, a magnificent, sinless archangel, did 
not rely on his own authority to insult or 
slander even a fallen entity like Hasatan, how 
dare these fleshly, compromised infiltrators 
casually insult and mock spiritual authorities 
and the laws of the Torah?

1.4. 4. The Messianic Key: "May Adonai 
Rebuke You!"

Instead of trading insults with the Devil, 
Mikha’el uttered the ultimate phrase of 
submission to divine sovereignty: "Yit'ga'ar 
Adonai becha"—"May Adonai rebuke you!"
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This exact phrasing links directly to Zechariah 
3:1-2 in the Tanakh, where the Angel of 
Adonai defends Joshua the High Priest against 
the accusations of Hasatan by saying, "May 
Adonai rebuke you, Satan! May Adonai, who 
has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you!"

From a Messianic Jewish perspective, this 
teaches us the exact protocol for spiritual 
warfare:

• We do not fight the powers of darkness 
with human arrogance, emotional 
shouting, or personal insults.

• Our authority is entirely derivative. We 
stand safely hidden in the authority, 
identity, and blood of Yeshua the 
Messiah. Like Mikha'el, our victory lies in 
shifting the battle away from our own 
strength and declaring the supreme 
Lordship and rebuke of Adonai.

Crea
ted

 w
ith




MobiO
ffic

e



Let us follow these deep theological threads 
from the Iggeret of Yehudah into the rest of 
the scriptures. By tracing the mystery of 
Moshe's body to the mount of 
Transfiguration, identifying the cosmic 
mission of Mikha’el, and analyzing Sha'ul’s 
tactical armor, we can see the unified 
architecture of Messianic spiritual warfare.

Here is the exposition from a Messianic 
Jewish perspective, using the phrasing and 
stylistic cadence of the Complete Jewish Bible 
(CJB).

1. Moshe’s Body and the Transfiguration 
(Ma‘amad HaHar)

The hidden battle between Mikha’el and 
Hasatan over Moshe's body takes on stunning 
clarity when we fast-forward to Matthew 
(Mattityahu) 17:1-3, the event known as the 
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Transfiguration (Ma‘amad HaHar — The 
Standing on the Mountain).

• The Physical Manifestation: On the high 
mountain, Yeshua is transfigured, His face 
shining like the sun. Suddenly, "there 
appeared to them Moshe and Eliyahu, 
talking with him." (Matt 17:3). Eliyahu 
(Elijah) never died; he was taken alive to 
heaven in a whirlwind body and soul (2 
Kings 2:11). But Moshe did die.

• Why Hasatan Fought for the Body: 
Hasatan, holding the "power of death" 
(Hebrews 2:14), sought to keep Moshe 
locked in the grave and claim his physical 
remains. Hasatan wanted to prevent 
Moshe from ever appearing in a 
recognizable, physical capacity alongside 
the Messiah on earth.
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• The Theological Purpose: Mikha'el’s 
victory in hiding and preserving Moshe's 
body ensured that Moshe could fulfill his 
divine appointment. Moshe (representing 
the Torah) and Eliyahu (representing the 
Nevi'im / Prophets) stood together on the 
mount to testify that Yeshua is the 
ultimate fulfillment of all Hebrew 
Scripture.

Archangel Mikha’el: The Prince and 
Protector of Israel

Yehudah’s mention of Mikha’el defending 
Moshe aligns perfectly with his specific, 
biblical role revealed in the Book of Daniel. In 
Hebraic understanding, Mikha’el is not just a 
generic angel; he is the designated cosmic 
guardian of the seed of Abraham.

• The Fighting Prince (Daniel 10:13, 21): 
When a demonic entity (the "prince of the 
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kingdom of Persia") blocked an angel from 
delivering a message to Daniel, the angel 
notes that "Mikha’el, one of the chief 
princes, came to help me." He explicitly 
calls Mikha’el "your prince"—the prince 
of the Jewish people.

• The End-Times Guardian (Daniel 12:1): 
Daniel prophesies that during the Great 
Tribulation, "Mikha’el will arise, the great 
prince who stands guard over the sons of 
your people."

• The Messianic Connection: Yehudah’s 
readers would have instantly understood 
why Mikha’el was the one arguing over 
Moshe's body. Protecting Moshe’s body 
from being corrupted into an idol or kept 
illegally by Hasatan was an act of national 
defense for Israel. Mikha’el operates 
behind the veil to keep the Jewish people 
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spiritually intact so they can meet their 
Messiah.

Spiritual Warfare Protocol: Yehudah vs. 
Sha’ul (Ephesians 6)

Yehudah's account of Mikha’el refusing to 
trade insults with the devil perfectly matches 
the spiritual warfare strategy outlined by 
Sha’ul (Paul) in Ephesians 6:10-18.

Derivative Strength: Sha’ul begins by 
commanding, "grow strong in union with the 
Lord and with his mighty power." (Eph 6:10). 
Just as Mikha’el did not face Hasatan in his 
own independent strength, believers are 
forbidden from engaging the enemy using 
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human willpower, arrogance, or fleshly 
methods.

The Defensive Armor: The Armor of God 
(Maday Elohim) is entirely defensive and 
protective—the breastplate of righteousness, 
the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation. It 
is designed to help us stand fast against 
deception.

• The Offensive Weapon: The only 
offensive weapon listed is "the sword of 
the Ruach, which is the Word of God" 
(Eph 6:17). This is exactly what Mikha'el 
did; he wielded the absolute decree of 
God by invoking Adonai's name. True 
Messianic spiritual warfare is never an 
emotional shouting match; it is a quiet, 
unshakeable alignment with the written 
Word of God and the sovereign authority 
of Yeshua.
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In Yehudah (Jude) 1:12-13, the author 
unleashes a torrential downpour of classic 
Hebraic imagery, painting a vivid prophetic 
indictment against the infiltrators. Writing in 
the distinct style and theological framework 
of the Complete Jewish Bible (CJB), Yehudah 
relies heavily on the natural metaphors found 
in the Tanakh (Prophets and Psalms) to 
expose the deep danger these deceivers pose 
to the body of Messiah.

Here is the deep exposition of these six vivid 
metaphors from a Messianic Jewish 
perspective:

1. The Hidden Reefs in the Love Feasts 
(Se‘udot Ahavah)
"These are the ones who are hidden reefs in your love feasts 
when they feast with you without fear..."

• The Cultic Violation: The "love feasts" 
(Se‘udot Ahavah) were the communal 
fellowship meals of the early Messianic 
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Kehilah (Congregation), which culminated 
in the celebration of the Zikaron (the 
Memorial/Lord's Supper).

• The Submerged Danger: Yehudah calls 
these infiltrators spilades—hidden reefs. 
Just as a sharp coral reef lurks right 
beneath the surface of the water, 
completely invisible to an unsuspecting 
ship until it tears the hull open, these men 
participate in covenant fellowship while 
harboring destructive, antinomian (anti-
Torah) heresies.

• Without Fear: They partake of the holy 
things of God "without fear" (b’lo yir’ah), 
completely lacking the foundational Yirat 
Adonai (Fear of the LORD), which is the 
beginning of all wisdom (Proverbs 9:10).

• Shepherds Caring Only for Themselves
"...like shepherds caring only for themselves..."
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• The Indictment of the Prophets: This is a 
direct echo of Ezekiel (Yechezkiel) 34:2, 
where the prophet cries out, "Woe to the 

shepherds of Isra'el who feed themselves! Shouldn't the 
shepherds feed the sheep?"

• The Selfish Leaders: Instead of protecting 
the flock from the wolves, these leaders 
are the wolves. They exploit the sheep 
financially and emotionally to feed their 
own fleshly desires (debauchery), 
completely reversing the self-sacrificial 
model of the Good Shepherd (HaRoheh 
HaTov), Yeshua.

3. Clouds Without Water (Ananim b'li 
Mayim)

"...clouds without water, carried along by 
winds..."

• The False Promise: In the arid Land of 
Israel, a dense cloud rolling in during the 
drought season brings immense joy and 
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hope for rain. But a cloud that passes over 
without dropping a single drop of water is 
a devastating disappointment.

• Spiritual Emptiness: Yehudah uses this to 
describe leaders who possess immense 
charisma and grand vocabulary but offer 
zero spiritual nourishment. They promise 
liberty and grace, but they are driven 
about by every wind of doctrine, carrying 
no substance from the Ruach HaKodesh.

Autumn Trees, Doubly Dead and Uprooted

"...autumn trees without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted..."

• The Fruit Test: In Messianic thought, true 
faith (emunah) is always vindicated by its 
fruit—holy living and alignment with 
God's commands. These individuals look 
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like trees during harvest season, but they 
are barren.

• Doubly Dead: They are dead once 
because of their natural, unregenerate 
state in Adam, and dead a second time 
because their professed relationship with 
Messiah has proven to be entirely 
superficial and apostate. They are 
completely uprooted from the olive tree 
of Israel (Romans 11), leaving no hope for 
future regrowth.

Wild Waves Churning Up Shameful Foam
"wild waves of the sea, churning up their own shameful deeds like 
dirty foam..."

• The Wicked Sea: Yehudah draws this 
directly from Isaiah (Yeshayahu) 57:20: 
"But the wicked are like the tossed sea, for 
it cannot rest, and its waters toss up mire 
and mud."
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• The Manifestation of Filth: These lawless 
teachers make a great deal of noise, 
commotion, and showmanship. However, 
just like the crashing waves of the 
Mediterranean Sea that leave nothing 
behind on the shore but dirty, unsightly 
froth, the ultimate byproduct of their 
ministries is nothing but the public 
exposure of their own debauchery and 
shame.

Wandering Stars Reserved for Eternal Gloom

"...wandering stars, for whom the gloom of 
darkness has been reserved forever."

• The Deviation from the Course: In ancient 
navigation, sailors relied strictly on the 
fixed stars to guide their ships safely 
home. A "wandering star" (a comet or 
planet out of normal alignment) is useless 
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for navigation; following it leads to 
shipwreck.

• The Cosmic Sentence: Because these false 
teachers led the flock astray from the 
narrow path of the Torah and the 
Messiah, their divine sentence matches 
their spiritual trajectory. Since they chose 
to walk outside the light of Yeshua, they 
are assigned to the ultimate, absolute 
blackness of eternal separation from the 
Shekinah glory of Adonai.

Yehudah’s poetic imagery serves as a 
powerful reminder to the modern Messianic 
community to evaluate leaders not by their 
noise, charisma, or outward appearance, but 
by their fruit, their fear of Adonai, and their 
adherence to the written Word.
They exploit the sheep financially and emotionally to feed their own 
fleshly desires (debauchery),  looks like to day prosperity gospel 
exploit saint finance in term offering
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You have hit the nail directly on the head. 
From a Messianic Jewish perspective, what 
we see today in the widespread "prosperity 
gospel" movement is the exact modern 
manifestation of the ancient, destructive 
patterns that Yehudah (Jude) exposed in the 
first century [Jude 1:11–13].

When Yehudah warned that these infiltrators 
"abandoned themselves to the error of 
Bil‘am for the sake of gain" and acted as 
"shepherds caring only for themselves," he 
was predicting the exact financial exploitation 
of the kedoshim (saints) that dominates our 
television screens and social media feeds 
today [Jude 1:11–12].

Here is how Yehudah’s text exposes the 
prosperity gospel using the phrasing and 
stylistic cadence of the Complete Jewish Bible 
(CJB):
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1.1. The Modern "Error of Bil’am": 
Monetizing the Anointing

Yehudah links financial exploitation to the 
Error of Bil’am (Ta'ut Bil'am) [Jude 1:11]. 
Bil’am was a man who possessed genuine 
spiritual gifts, but he looked at the things of 
God and asked, "How can I turn this into a 
paycheck?"

• The Prosperity Tactic: Today's prosperity 
teachers mimic this exactly. They take the 
beautiful Hebraic concepts of seed-
sowing, firstfruits (bikkurim), and 
blessings, and twist them into a spiritual 
lottery system.

• The Scriptural Verdict: They teach that if 
you "sow a financial seed" into their 
ministry, God is legally obligated to give 
you a financial return. Yehudah calls this 
a total perversion. They use the name of 
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Yeshua to enrich themselves while 
stripping the flock bare.

1.2. 2. Shepherds Who Feed Themselves 
(Ro'im Et Atsmam)

Yehudah uses the devastating phrase: "like 
shepherds caring only for themselves" 
(literally in Hebrew: Ro'im et atsmam — 
"shepherds who feed themselves") [Jude 
1:12].

• The Contrast: A true shepherd under the 
leadership of Yeshua layout his life, his 
finances, and his energy for the safety of 
the sheep.

• The Modern Reality: The prosperity 
gospel does the exact opposite. The 
"shepherd" flies in private jets, lives in 
mega-mansions, and wears luxury clothes, 
all funded by the sacrificial offerings of 
widows, the poor, and struggling believers 
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who were promised a financial miracle if 
they just gave away their rent money. The 
sheep are feeding the shepherd, rather 
than the shepherd feeding the sheep.

1.3. Clouds Without Water: Big Promises, 
Empty Souls

Yehudah describes these exploitative leaders 
as "clouds without water, carried along by 
winds" [Jude 1:12].

• The Hype: Prosperity preachers are 
master showmen. They create high-
energy atmospheres, make grand 
prophecies, and promise absolute 
breakthroughs, healing, and wealth to 
everyone in the room. They look like a 
massive rain cloud coming to end a 
drought.

• The Reality: Once the offering basket is 
full and the emotional high wears off, the 
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people are left spiritually dry. There is no 
deep teaching of the Torah, no call to 
repentance, and no transformation of the 
heart through the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy 
Spirit). The cloud passes over, and the 
people remain in a spiritual desert.

1.4. The Biblical Strategy Against Financial 
Deception

How should a Messianic believer respond to 
this today? Yehudah tells us exactly what to 
do in verses 20-21:

• Get Back to the Foundation: "Build 
yourselves up on the foundation of your 
most holy faith" [Jude 1:20]. If you know 
the true Scriptures, you cannot be fooled 
by a fake gospel. The Bible never promises 
that following God is a path to instant 
material wealth; rather, Yeshua promised 
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we would face trials but find our true 
inheritance in the Kingdom.

• Test the Fruit, Not the Glamour: Yehudah 
reminds us that these men are uprooted 
trees [Jude 1:12]. Do not evaluate a 
ministry by how big its building is or how 
wealthy its leader looks. Evaluate it by its 
righteousness, its humility, its adherence 
to the written Word of God, and its love 
for the poor.

It is sobering to see how accurately Yehudah 
diagnosed our modern spiritual landscape 
two thousand years ago!

Since you see this connection so clearly, 
would you like to explore:

• How the Apostle Paul explicitly warns 
Timothy about teachers who think 
"godliness is a means to financial gain" 
(1 Timothy 6)?
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• What the Torah actually teaches about 
the purpose of tithes and offerings 
(supporting the Levitical priesthood, the 
stranger, the widow, and the orphan) 
versus how it is twisted today?

• How to extend mercy to friends or family 
members who have been financially 
burned and emotionally damaged by the 
prosperity gospel?

We bring this extensive theological journey 
through the Iggeret of Yehudah to a close, 

You are completely right! It is absolutely 
staggering how Yehudah (Jude) packs a 
massive universe of theology, history, and 
prophetic warning into just one single 
chapter of only 25 verses [Jude 1:1].

In Messianic Jewish thought, the Iggeret 
(Letter) of Yehudah is viewed as a dense 
spiritual concentrate. He does not waste a 
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single sentence. If you blink, you miss a 
profound cross-reference to the Tanakh 
(Hebrew Scriptures) or ancient Jewish history.

Here is a breakdown of why this tiny, single-
chapter book holds such massive weight from 
a Messianic Jewish perspective, using the 
style of the Complete Jewish Bible (CJB):

1.1. The Dynamic Weight-to-Length Ratio

Yehudah writes with the urgent cadence of a 
military commander whose fortress is being 
breached. Because the letter is so short, every 
word is deliberate. In just 25 verses, he 
masterfully weaves together:

• The Entire Timeline of Sacred History: He 
connects the pre-flood world of Hanokh 
[Jude 1:14], the Exodus from Egypt [Jude 
1:5], the destruction of S'dom and 'Amora 
[Jude 1:7], the wilderness wanderings of 
Korach [Jude 1:11], the multi-generational 
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history of Israel, and the final Second 
Coming of Messiah Yeshua [Jude 1:14–15, 
24].

• Three Cosmic Realms: He addresses the 
earthly realm of human mockers [Jude 
1:16–18], the heavenly realm of holy 
angels and archangels [Jude 1:6, 9], and 
the subterranean realm of demonic chains 
and eternal darkness [Jude 1:6, 13].

1.2. 2. A Masterclass in Hebraic Midrash

Instead of giving long, systematic 
philosophical arguments like a Greek essayist, 
Yehudah teaches like a brilliant Rabbi using 
Midrashic Typology. He groups historical 
examples in powerful, easily memorable 
patterns:

• The Triads of Warning: He gives three 
historical examples of communal 
judgment (The Unbelieving Exodus 
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Generation, The Fallen Angels, S'dom and 
'Amora) [Jude 1:5–7]. Then, he gives three 
historical archetypes of individual 
apostasy (The Way of Kayin, the Error of 
Bil'am, the Rebellion of Korach) [Jude 
1:11].

• The Symphony of Nature: In just two 
verses, he drops five rapid-fire natural 
metaphors (hidden reefs, waterless 
clouds, dead trees, wild waves, wandering 
stars) to thoroughly diagnose the 
character of false teachers [Jude 1:12–13].

1.3. The Grand Paradox of Jude

The ultimate beauty of this single-chapter 
letter is its structural balance. It begins with 
an intense, alarming call to arms—"contend 
earnestly for the faith" [Jude 1:3]—and 
exposes the terrifying, dark reality of wolves 
operating within the flock [Jude 1:4, 12].
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Yet, it concludes with one of the most 
comforting, radiant, and celebrated pieces of 
worship in all of human history: "Now to the 
one who is able to keep you from falling..." 
[Jude 1:24]. It leaves the believer not in a 
state of fear, but in absolute awe of Adonai’s 
sovereign protective power.

Yehudah proves that a book does not need to 
be long to be profoundly deep. It stands as a 
timeless, concentrated shield for the 
Messianic community.

Since we have seen how much deep truth is 
packed into this single chapter,
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